
Sneaky Allie 
One beautiful spring morning a girl named Allie set off up the grassy 
hill to gather apples. When Allie reached the top of the grassy hill 
there were no apples. There were blossoms. They were the peach 
pink colour like Allies lips, she looked up at the sky and it reminded 
her of her sea blue eyes and the boiling sun for Allies silky golden 
hair. She started rolling down the hill. Allie kept spinning and 
spinning till she felt something push down hard on her. ‘Ouch’ said 
Allie. She looked up and saw a large man dressed in black, but Allie 
was dressed like she came from the royal family. She was wearing a 
fresh peppermint dress with white polka dots. She looked 
glamorous. The large man dressed in black said “you're coming with 
me”. To be continued. 
Garnet 
 

The Beautiful Enchanted Sky.  
One morning I woke up and walked outside, I walked over the 
cracked pathway and saw one side had the blasting bright sun.  The 
other side had the beautiful night. I  said “this is an enchanted sky 
isn't it”. With the sparkling stars  on  one  side and a  beautiful  nice 
day  on  the  other. 
Kimmie 
 

The Alien City 
One gloomy night a strange noise rumbled the city. The city looked 
liked it has been electrocuted. There was a strange sound and the 
people stared at the charcoal sky above a powerful dangerous quiet 
pitch-black city. 
Rivers 
 

The Ferocious Beast 
At night, in the dark creepy forest there was a big scary ferocious 
beast. It had really big sharp teeth but there was one thing, a 
problem. He was very hungry. The beast was really sneaky. He stole 
a little baby and gobbled the baby up. The guards saw this ferocious 
beast so he ran off back into the forest. In the morning he went back 
to the village and stole heaps of meat. 
Maddex 

Thursday 23rd June, 2016                                                                                                Number 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, Tena Koutou Katoa 
 

1) Junior Readers 

Currently we are having a junior reader amnesty. During the holidays we will be 

stocktaking and replacing any lost readers. We have allocated $3000 to upgrade these 

readers (they have an average price of $8.50!) but would much prefer to spend this on 

new resources targeted at our reluctant readers, than replace books that we already have, 

which have been  lost. PLEASE could you check that you haven’t any at home, even if 

your child is well out of the junior school. No questions will be asked, just drop them in. 

Thank you.  
 

2) ‘Snapped Ya!’ of the Week      

‘Snapped Ya!’ is a PB4L (Positive Behaviour for Learning) 

initiative. The PB4L focus for the week is ‘Picking Up 

After Yourself’. The recipients are Mereana Paora, 

Justyce Selwyn, Jesse Mallet, Mikaela Tice and Hemi 

Tattersall.  
 

3) PB4L (Positive Behaviour for Learning) 

Positive Behaviour for Learning school-wide, is a positive proactive school-wide 

organisational framework for discipline. It is designed to teach social and behavioural 

skills so that schools can focus on their core business of teaching and learning. Ahipara 

is currently in the second year of this contract. This involves team members attending a 

number of workshops, reflecting on what we do well and what areas we would like to 

improve. Over the course of the next  few years this framework will be implemented 

into the school. It will involve things such as timetabled behaviour lessons being taught 

regularly in classrooms, rewards for desirable behaviour and teachers collecting data 

around behaviour in class and in the playground. The school needs can then be 

identified and addressed. This will ensure our school continues to be a safe, fun place to 

learn.   
 

4) Mid Year Reports and Three Way Conferences 
On Wednesday 6th July we will be holding our annual Parent/Child/Teacher Report 

Conferences. Interview times will start from 8:00am and will finish at 6:00pm. During 

this time our teaching staff will not be available for normal teaching duties.  I would 

also like to state that you will only receive your child’s report at the actual 

interview.  The main reason for this, is so that we can have the opportunity to explain 

your child’s report in depth with you and your child.  We strongly recommend that you  



bring your child to the interview as they are the main stakeholder in the partnership 

that can ultimately effect positive change to their achievement levels. Students will 

also be taking an active role in this process and will be reporting on their progress in 

literacy. This week all pupils were given a slip to take home for parents to select 

preferred times for these interviews. You are given a choice of three options to enter 

on the slip just in case your times are already taken.  The 15 minute time slots will be 

allocated on a ‘first in, first served’ basis. These interview times will be confirmed 

with you on Friday 1st July, by a notice sent home with your child. We are hopeful 

that with a combined effort from home and school we can see our pupils achieving 

to the best of their abilities.  If you are unable to attend this day, please don’t 

hesitate to contact your classroom teacher to make alternative arrangements. We are 

aiming for 100% attendance, so our students can be provided with a report on their 

achievements to date this year.   

As our three way conferences are only two weeks away, here are some questions you 

may like to ask your teacher about how well your child is learning. 

How do I know my child is making good progress at the right level?  

In the report, your teacher will tell you how your child is doing in relation to the National 

Standards in reading, writing and mathematics. You can ask the teacher to explain what 

the report means. You can also ask how your child is doing in other areas of the 

curriculum like science, social studies, health, technology, physical education and the 

arts. All primary schools are required to teach these, and they should all feature in school 

reports to parents. 

Is my child struggling with anything? If so, with what in particular? 

Your teacher will be able to tell you if your child is not doing as well as expected, what 

the teacher is doing about this, and if there is anything you can do to help. You should 

also find out how much work is needed for your child to catch up. You know your child 

best, you have an important contribution to  make and your teacher will be very happy to 

assist with ideas for home. 

What does it mean if the teacher simply says my child is “on track”  or “likely to”  

meet the National Standards? 

The National Standards are not a test. The standards describe what your child should 

know and be able to do in reading, writing and mathematics for each primary school 

year. Parents need to know where their child is in relation to the standards and if the 

progress they are making is as expected. The teacher should be able to explain in detail 

how well your child is doing. The goal is for every child to meet the standards for 

reading, writing and mathematics at the level appropriate to their age or school year 

level. You can ask the teacher what “on track” or “likely to” means, and how a 

judgement is made about where your child is in relation to meeting the standards. Ask 

the teacher why it is important for your child to meet the National Standards. For 

information about National Standards, visit the Ministry of Education website: 

www.minedu.govt.nz. 

What will my child learn next? 

The teacher will explain what the class is going to do, what she/he is doing with your 

child, and what she/he will expect your child to work on. Ask the teacher how your child 

will be told, what to concentrate on next. 

Matariki 

All classes have started their learning around Matariki and we were very fortunate to 

have a puppet show today that reinforced some of this understanding A reminder that we 

are hoping to share our mahi and a morning tea with grandparents, kuia and kaumatua on 

Tuesday 5th July. Which is the last Tuesday of this term. 
 

Board of Trustees 

Our Board of Trustees are: Chair - Dion Masters, Vice Chair - Rowen Burt, Staff Rep - 

June Matiu, Ken Mullarky, Amelia Marsh and Maureen Te Paa. The Board has been 

very proactive since election and I am delighted with the focus and diverse strengths that 

they bring to this board. This Saturday we are undertaking a full days training and I wish 

to thank and acknowledge their commitment to our school and more importantly to our 

tamariki. 
 

Disco 

Last Friday we held our first disco and it was such a great success. We raised $900. A 

huge ‘THANK YOU’ to our  P.T.A. Check out some of the photo’s. 

 

Nga Mihi  

Jackie Osborne 

Tumuaki/Principal 

Subway 

There will be no 

Subway available 

for lunches on the 

last 2 weeks of Term 

2.  


